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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

BLUE SEA SYSTEMS HIRES NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT ENGINEER 

Chad Beauregard brings embedded systems engineering experience 
 
 
BELLINGHAM, WA – (May 19, 2010)   Blue Sea Systems, a Bellingham-based manufacturer of marine 
electrical products, announces the addition of Chad Beauregard to its Engineering team. Chad’s primary 
role will be as an embedded systems engineer responsible for product development and supporting 
existing products.  
 
Chad comes to Blue Sea Systems from American Micro Fuel Devices, which he founded. Previously, 
Chad worked for eight years at Dynojet Research, where he held the titles of Electrical Engineer and 
Electrical Engineering Manager.  
 
“Chad brings a strong background in electrical engineering and embedded software programming,” said 
Scott Renne, President of Blue Sea Systems. “His experience in developing innovative solutions for 
mobile electrical systems made him an excellent fit in our organization.” 
 
In addition to his interest in boating, Chad enjoys fishing, skiing, and modifying high-performance 
motorcycles. 
 
 
About Blue Sea Systems 
Blue Sea Systems was founded in 1992 based on a commitment to create innovative high quality marine 
electrical products to improve the safety, simplicity, and reliability of boating. Blue Sea Systems 
employees are active boaters who apply their passion to designing, developing, and building products that 
enhance the experience of boaters. For specific product information and to learn more about Blue Sea 
Systems, visit www.bluesea.com.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

BLUE SEA SYSTEMS ACHIEVES ISO 9001:2008 CERTIFICATION 

Certification demonstrates company’s commitment to a quality management system 
 
 
BELLINGHAM, WA – (May 19, 2010)   Blue Sea Systems, a Bellingham-based manufacturer of marine 
electrical products, has achieved certification to the ISO 9001:2008 quality standard. Previous 
certification, to the ISO 9001:2000 standard, was held for three years. 
 
ISO (International Organization for Standardization) is the largest developer and publisher of International 
Standards in the world. The ISO 9001:2008 standard contains a set of requirements for management to 
implement a quality management system, and provide the operations of the company with the resources 
required to make quality products  
 
“We are dedicated to following steps to ensure quality through the entire development of a product, from 
its initial design concept through product release,” said Scott Renne, President of Blue Sea Systems. “We 
apply a quality policy and program so that we can assign quantitative measurements to our processes. 
These processes are in place so that our customers are assured of the quality of the product through its 
lifetime.” 
 
For Blue Sea Systems to be certified to the ISO 9001:2008 standard, a third party organization conducted 
an extensive audit of quality systems and operations. As an ISO 9001:2008 certified company, Blue Sea 
Systems demonstrates a commitment to conformity to International Standards and to a quality 
management system. 
 
 
About Blue Sea Systems 
Blue Sea Systems was founded in 1992 based on a commitment to create innovative high quality marine 
electrical products to improve the safety, simplicity, and reliability of boating. Blue Sea Systems 
employees are active boaters who apply their passion to designing, developing, and building products that 
enhance the experience of boaters. For specific product information and to learn more about Blue Sea 
Systems, visit www.bluesea.com.  
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Part 1: C

hoosing the correct w
ire size for a D

C
 circuit

This is the first in a 3-part series about choosing w
ire and circuit protection for D

C
 electrical projects.

C
hoosing the right w

ire size for your D
C

 electrical project is im
portant, since a w

ire that is too sm
all can overheat and possibly start a fire. The A

m
erican B

oat and Yacht 
C

ouncil (A
B

Y
C

) publishes charts w
ith valuable detail to help experienced boatbuilders and installers determ

ine w
hat w

ire size they need. A
lthough these charts are an 

excellent resource, they are a bit intim
idating. This technical brief distills the inform

ation on these charts to a m
ore m

anageable size for installers and boatow
ners alike.

Q
uality m

arine w
ire, as specified by A

B
Y

C
 standards, w

ill alw
ays be stranded rather than solid, and alw

ays tin-plated copper. In addition, the D
C

 W
ire S

election C
hart 

show
n on page 2 assum

es a w
ire insulation rating of 105°C

. A low
er rating w

ill decrease the current-carrying capacity of the w
ire.

To use the chart included w
ith this technical brief, follow

 the instructions below
.

C
hoosing the correct w

ire:

A
  Locate the C

U
R

R
EN

T IN
 A

M
PS

 of your appliance across the top of the chart. M
ost electrical products include a rating label, or you can find the am

perage rating in the   
 

docum
entation that cam

e w
ith the product.

B
  Find circuit LEN

G
TH

 IN
 FEET along the left side of the chart. N

ote that the total length of the circuit is the roundtrip distance from
 pow

er source (usually the battery) 
 

to the product and back.

C
  Select the C

IR
C

U
IT TYPE. A

llow
able voltage drop is based on w

hether a circuit is critical or non-critical. 

 
C

ritical circuits, w
ith 3%

 allow
able voltage drop, include

 
 

• P
anel m

ain feeders
 

 
• B

ilge blow
ers

 
 

• E
lectronics

 
 

• N
avigation lights

 
N

on-critical circuits, w
ith 10%

 allow
able voltage drop, include

 
 

• G
eneral lighting

 
 

• W
indlasses

 
 

• B
ait pum

ps
 

 
• G

eneral appliances

 
Follow

 dow
n the colum

n until you find your circuit’s LEN
G

TH
 IN

 FEET.

D
  Intersect C

U
R

R
EN

T IN
 A

M
PS w

ith LEN
G

TH
 IN

 FEET to identify the w
ire size.

E
xam

ple: A w
indlass rated 80A is 25’ from

 the battery. C
ircuit length is 50’, circuit type is ‘non-critical’, and correct w

ire size is 4 AW
G

.

The C
ircuit W

izard, at circuitw
izard.bluesea.com

, is a resource for a m
ore detailed treatm

ent of w
ire size selection for D

C
 circuits. It allow

s you to input detailed inform
ation 

including w
ire insulation tem

perature rating and other derating factors. The C
ircuit W

izard is easy to use, and is accessible from
 any com

puter w
ith an Internet connection.
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A
lthough this process uses inform

ation from
  A

B
Y

C
 E

-11 to recom
m

end w
ire size and circuit protection, it m

ay not cover all of the unique characteristics that m
ay exist on a boat. If you 

have specific questions about your installation please consult an A
B

Y
C

 certified installer.




